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ABSTRACT  ARTICLE INFO 

This study aims to determine whether the syllable 
method can improve the ability of grade I students 
at SDN II Kudu in reading the beginning and how 
much the resulting improvement is. This study 
uses a classroom action research method with a 
Kurt Lewin research design. Data collection 
techniques used are interviews, oral tests, 
documentation, and observation. The data 
collected was then analyzed descriptively 
quantitatively. The results showed that the syllable 
method could improve at the same time there was 
an increase in the initial reading ability of the first 
graders of SDN II Kudu. Judging from the increase 
in learning outcomes from the pre-cycle stage with 
an average value of 51.56 and classical learning 
completeness of 54.2% and the results of 
observing student learning activities of 75%. This 
increased in the first cycle, namely the average 
value of 80.83 with classical learning 
completeness of 79.2% and the results of student 
learning activity observation sheets of 90%. In the 
second cycle, it increased again with the 
percentage of students' average scores being 
88.75 with students' classical learning 
completeness of 87.5 and the results of the student 
learning activity observation sheets being 100% in 
the very active category. 
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A. Introduction 

Indonesian is the official language of the Indonesian state besides the mother 

tongue (Nugroho, 2015). The Indonesian language is spoken as a means of 

community communication as well as the language of instruction in the world of 

education, both at the elementary school level, secondary education level, and 

even up to university. The existence of the Indonesian language is one of the most 

important points taught to everyone, especially for people in Indonesia. This is 

because Indonesian is a tool to unite the nation (Susetyo, 2015). Therefore, 

everyone must be skilled in using Indonesian properly and in accordance with 

linguistic rules. 

Indonesian is a compulsory subject at the basic education level up to higher 

education. The stage of learning Indonesian formally, initially taught to elementary 

school students. The Indonesian language learning in elementary schools has four 

language skills that are taught including: listening skills, speaking skills, reading 

skills, and writing skills (Susanto, 2013). 

One of the language skills that forms the basis for students to be proficient 

in obtaining information contained in writing is reading skills. Reading can also be 

interpreted as a series of activities carried out with the aim of understanding 

knowledge, images, observing, and remembering something written in a reading 

(Rustinarsih, 2021). Meanwhile, there are those who interpret reading skills as 

skills to pick meaning in writing (Irdawati et al., 2013). From these two opinions, it 

can be concluded that reading skills are very important skills so that humans can 

understand the message of a reading. 

The implementation of reading activities in elementary schools is divided into 

two, namely: First, initial reading is carried out from grade I to grade II with the 

hope that students will recognize the arrangement of letters, syllables, words, and 

sentences. Second, advanced reading is carried out starting from class III to the 

next class (Dahniar, 2013). Reading learning activities need to be instilled from the 

ground up as a form of motivation for students to be able to follow the learning 

process. This is because there is a strong relationship between reading habits and 

the motivation and learning outcomes of a child in the future, where the higher the 

reading habit of the child, the higher the probability of success in learning (Resnani 

& Agustina, 2014). 
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The stage of learning reading skills which in elementary school children in 

low grades is the initial reading skill. The initial reading ability for students at the 

initial level can be identified by recognizing the pronunciation of letters, syllables, 

sentences, and understanding various symbols in the form of letters strung 

together in a piece of writing. (Ivory et al., 2019). This initial reading skill stage is 

an important stage because this stage is a bridge for students to be able to 

understand written knowledge in books and other reading sources at a later stage. 

If students fail at this stage, later students will find it difficult to obtain and absorb 

all the information presented through textbooks. This of course will result in his 

learning ability to be slow compared to his friends who have well mastered the 

ability to read early (Asmonah, 2019). 

Several studies have shown that many teachers often complain that their 

students still have difficulty in early reading when they enter elementary school. 

This is also found at SDN II Kudu. Based on the results of interviews conducted 

with class I teachers at SDN II Kudu, there are several problems experienced by 

students in early reading including: First, there are students who cannot memorize 

and pronounce letters. Second, students are able to memorize and pronounce 

letters but still have difficulty in assembling letters into syllables or words. Third, 

students are able to pronounce letters into syllables and words, but students still 

have difficulty pronouncing them into a simple sentence. 

There are various reading methods that can be used to teach students to 

start reading. One method that can be used to improve early reading skills is the 

syllabic method (Halimah, 2014). The syllable method is a method of beginning 

reading by introducing the letters to students first then assembled into syllables, 

until finally assembled back into simple words or sentences (Suyadi & Sari, 2021). 

This method allows the process of learning to read is no longer emphasized on 

spelling letters so that this method can streamline the beginning reading ability for 

students. 

Based on the problems and theories that have been described, the 

researcher intends to conduct this Classroom Action Research, with the aim of 

finding out whether this syllable method can improve the early reading ability of 

first graders at SDN II Kudu and find out how much the increase resulting from the 

application of the syllable method. 

 

B. Method 
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This study uses a classroom action research design model. Classroom action 

research itself is research that aims to find out the consequences of an action on 

the research subject (Meutiana, 2015). The research was conducted using Kurt 

Lewin's classroom action research model which consists of several stages, namely 

planning, action, observation, and reflection (Mu' alimin & Cahyadi, 2014). The 

research subjects used were first grade students of SDN II Kudu. The accumulated 

number of class I students at SDN II Kudu is 24 students consisting of 13 female 

students and 11 male students. In data collection, the techniques used include 

interviews, tests, documentation and observation. In addition, there is also a data 

analysis technique that will be carried out with a quantitative descriptive approach. 

Some of the descriptive approach methods used are: analysis of the results of the 

initial reading test and analysis of student learning activity observation sheets 

 

C. Result and Discussion 

Reading is one of the most important activities to pay attention to. By reading, 

one can easily understand everything visually. the nature of reading itself is a 

series of processes used to recognize the shape of letters or grammar, reading is 

also a process of analyzing the shape of the meaning of symbols contained in 

language, information, and messages written by the author of reading to the 

recipient of the information (Muhsyanur, 2019). 

The stages in reading cannot be done instantly, but require a long and 

continuous process. At first, one will understand the shape of the letters as 

symbols. Next, someone strings the letters together into a combination of letters to 

form syllables that can be pronounced. After being able to combine letters into 

syllables, then someone will assemble groups of syllables into a word that has 

meaning. Then people will learn to assemble groups of words into strings of words 

called sentences. 

Formally, a person will initially learn to read in elementary school. The role 

of teachers in schools is very important to guide students, especially students who 

still have difficulty in reading beginning. Beginning reading is generally carried out 

on students who are in grade I to grade III of elementary school (Gading et al., 

2019). There are various ways that can be used to improve reading skills in 

children. One way that can be used is by using the syllabic method 

Based on the results of observations of the teaching and learning process in 

class I of the State Elementary School II Kudu, it can be seen that there are many 



Efforts to Improve Early Reading Ability through the Syllabic Method at SDN II Kudu | 156 
 Juan Febri Adi Prayogo1, Agung Setyawan2 

 
p ISSN: 2829-2901  e ISSN: 2829-0925   

 

students who still have difficulty in reading. On this basis, this research was 

conducted so that later it can find out whether the application of the syllabic method 

can improve the initial reading ability and whether there is an increase in students' 

reading ability. 

After doing the research, it can be seen that the application of the syllabic 

method can improve students' initial reading ability. With the application of the 

reading method, there was also a significant increase in the initial reading ability of 

the first graders of SDN II Kudu. This study uses several aspects to determine 

initial reading skills including the ability to read letters, the ability to read syllables, 

the ability to read words, and the ability to read sentences. 

Based on the results of the study, it can be said that the students' ability in 

reading at the pre-cycle stage is still very low. This is evidenced by the average 

score of students' oral test results related to early reading using the syllabic 

method, while the value data can be seen in the following table: 

Table 1. Hasil Tes Lisan Membaca Permulaan 

 
The data on the results of the oral reading test above were assessed based 

on several aspects, including the ability to read letters, the ability to read syllables, 

the ability to read words, and the ability to read sentences. Based on the data in 

the table above, the average score of the students' oral reading test before 

applying the syllabic method is still many who do not complete the KKM. There are 

51.56% of children who do not meet the KKM score applicable in school, which is 

70. In addition, student learning activities show a percentage of 75% in the very 

active category. At the pre-cycle stage, there were only 45.8% (11 people) of 

students who completed the total number of students in the class while 54.2% (13 

people) of students still did not complete the KKM. It turns out that this happened 

because of online learning which made students study from home so that students' 

Action Many 
Students 

minim
um 

compl
etene

ss 
criteri

a 

student's 
average 

score 

Complete Not Complete 

Total  % Total  % 

Precycle 24 70 51,56% 11 45,8% 13 54,2% 

Cycle I 24 70 80,83% 19 79,2% 5 20,8% 

Cycle II 24 70 88,75% 21 87,5% 3 12,5% 
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social skills decreased. The students' classical learning completeness at the pre-

cycle stage is also still very low at 54.2%. This is still far from the criteria for the 

success of the action that has been set, which is 85% of the total number of 

students who complete the KKM. Therefore, after reflecting on the pre-cycle stage, 

this research needs to be continued back to the next cycle. 

As for the first cycle, the results showed the average score of students was 

80.83 or an increase of 29.27 from the pre-cycle stage and the results of 

observations of student learning activities obtained a value of 90% or an increase 

of 15% from the pre-cycle stage. cycle with very active category. At the stage of 

the first cycle there were 79.2% (19 people) of students who completed the KKM 

or in this case an increase of 33.4% from the pre-cycle stage and by 20.8% (5 

people) students had not completed the KKM or in this case the number of students 

who did not complete the KKM decreased by 33.4% from the pre-cycle stage. At 

the stage of the first cycle, the value of classical learning completeness is 79.2% 

or an increase of 25% from the pre-cycle stage. This means that the score still 

does not meet the criteria for the success of the research that has been previously 

set, which is 85% of the total students who complete the KKM. Therefore, after the 

reflection at the end of the first cycle of activities, this research needs to be 

continued back to the next cycle in order to achieve the criteria for the success of 

the action. 

Meanwhile in cycle II, it shows that the average value of students increased 

to 88.75 or here it has increased by 7.92 from the previous cycle with the 

percentage of student learning activities increasing 10% from the previous cycle or 

to 100% which is included in the very active category. . In the implementation of 

the second cycle, there were 87.5% (21 people) of students who completed the 

KKM or an increase of 8.3% from the previous cycle. Then there are 12.5% (3 

people) of students who have not completed the KKM or here the number of 

students who have not completed has decreased by 8.3%. In the second cycle 

stage, the students' classical learning mastery value was obtained by 87.5% or an 

increase of 8.3% from the first cycle. Therefore, based on the reflection carried out 

at the end of the second cycle of activities, this research can be said to have been 

successful because it has reached the success criteria. the predetermined action 

is 85% of the total number of students who complete the KKM. In this case, the 

results of the research in cycle II showed an increase in students' classical learning 

mastery by 2.5% from the previously determined success criteria. In line with this, 



Efforts to Improve Early Reading Ability through the Syllabic Method at SDN II Kudu | 158 
 Juan Febri Adi Prayogo1, Agung Setyawan2 

 
p ISSN: 2829-2901  e ISSN: 2829-0925   

 

the learning process can be said to be successful if the students' classical learning 

mastery has reached more than or equal to 85% (Trianto, 2012). Thus, this 

research can be ended and there is no need for a follow-up cycle. 

 

D. Conclusion 

Based on the research activities and the data analysis process of the 

research results, it can be concluded that the use of the syllabic method can 

improve the initial reading ability of the first graders of SDN II Kudu. In addition, 

there is an increase in students' initial reading ability after using the syllabic 

method. This can be proven from the results of the oral test which showed an 

increase from the pre-cycle stage to the second cycle stage. In the pre-cycle stage, 

the average score was 51.56 with classical learning completeness of 54.2% and 

the results of the observation sheet of student learning activities of 75% in the very 

active category. Meanwhile, in the first cycle stage, the average value of 80.83 was 

obtained with classical learning completeness of 79.2% and the results of the 

observation sheet of student learning activities of 90% in the very active category. 

While in the second cycle stage there was an increase in the average value of 

students to 88.75 with students' classical learning completeness of 87.5% and the 

results of student learning activity observation sheets of 100% with very active 

categories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



159 | Efforts to Improve Early Reading Ability through the Syllabic Method at SDN II Kudu 
Juan Febri Adi Prayogo1, Agung Setyawan2 

 
p ISSN: 2829-2901  e ISSN: 2829-0925   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References 
 

Asmonah, S. (2019). Meningkatkan Kemampuan Membaca Permulaan 
Menggunakan Model Direct Instruction Berbantuan Media Kartu Kata 
Bergambar. Jurnal Pendidikan Anak, 8(1), 29–37. 

Dahniar. (2013). Peningkatan Keterampilan Membaca Lanjutan Dengan Metode 
Sas Siswa Kelas II SDN 2 Ogowele. Jurnal Kreatif Tadulako Online, 4(8), 

136–158. 
Gading, I. K., Magta, M., & Pebrianti, F. (2019). Pengaruh Metode Suku Kata 

Dengan Media Kartu Kata Bergambar Terhadap Kemapuan Membaca 
Permulaan. Jurnal Mimbar Ilmu, 24(3), 270–276. 

Halimah, A. (2014). Metode Pembelajaran Membaca dan Menulis Permulaan di 
SD/MI. Auladuna, 1(2), 190–199. 

Irdawati, Yumidar, & Darmawan. (2013). Meningkatkan Kemampuan Membaca 
Permulaan Dengan Menggunakan Media Gambar Kelas 1 di Min Buol. Jurnal 
Kreatif Tadulako Online, 5(4), 1–14. 

Meutiana. (2015). Meningkatkan Prestasi dan Motivasi Belajar Siswa dengan 
Pengajaran Berbasis Inkuiri pada Siswa Kelas VII.3 SMP Negeri 2 
Peusangan Bireuen. Jurnal Ilmiah CIRCUIT, 1(1), 20–27. 

Mu’alimin, & Cahyadi, R. A. H. (2014). Penelitian Tindakan Kelas: Teori dan 
Praktek. Ganding Pustaka. 

Muhsyanur. (2019). Pengembangan Keterampilan Membaca Suatu Keterampilan 
Berbahasa Reseptif. CV Buginese Art. 



Efforts to Improve Early Reading Ability through the Syllabic Method at SDN II Kudu | 160 
 Juan Febri Adi Prayogo1, Agung Setyawan2 

 
p ISSN: 2829-2901  e ISSN: 2829-0925   

 

Nugroho, A. (2015). Pemahaman Kedudukan dan Fungsi Bahasa Indonesia 
sebagai Dasar Jiwa Nasionalisme. Prosiding Seminar Nasional Bulan Bahasa 
UNIB2015, 285–291. 

Resnani, & Agustina, R. (2014). Hubungan Antara Kebiasaan Membaca Dengan 
Hasil Belajar Bahasa Indonesia Siswa Kelas V Sekolah Dasar Negeri 69 Kota 
Bengkulu. PGSD: Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Guru Sekolah Dasar, 7(13), 200–
206. 

Rustinarsih, L. (2021). Make a Match Cara Menyenangkan Belajar Membaca 
Wacana Aksara Jawa. Yayasan Lembaga Gumun Indonesia. 

Susanto, A. (2013). Teori Belajar & Pembelajaran di Sekolah Dasar. Kencana 

Publisher. 
Susetyo. (2015). Peran Bahasa Indonesia sebagai Alat Pemersatu Negara 

Kesatuan Republik Indonesia (NKRI). Prosiding Seminar Nasional Bulan 
Bahasa UNIB 2015, 15–26. 

Suyadi, & Sari, R. P. (2021). Tarakan, Penggunaan Metode Suku Kata (Syllabic 
Method) Untuk Meningkatkan Kemampuan Membaca Permulaan Pada Siswa 
Kelas 1 SDN 009. Dwija Cendekia: Jurnal Riset Pedagogik, 5(2), 174–182. 

Trianto. (2012). Model Pembelajaran Terpadu. PT Bumi Aksara. 

 
 
 

 
© 2022 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access 
publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative 
Commons Attribution ShareAlike (CC BY SA) license 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/). 

 


